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English Biography

Praised for a career at the intersection of classical and jazz, French saxophonist Jean Kiffer
stands as one of the most versatile musicians of his generation. Emerging from a country that
has played a pivotal role in establishing the saxophone within the classical tradition, he
contributes significantly to the instrument's presence on the concert stage.

As a classical performer, Jean Kiffer has collaborated with many leading figures of the 20th and
21st centuries, including Dmitri Kitajenko, Luciano Berio, Reinhold Friedrich, Katia and Marielle
Labéque, and Fazil Say. He has appeared with major ensembles such as the Frankfurt Radio
Orchestra, the symphony orchestras of Saarbriicken, Kaiserslautern, Metz, and Nancy, and the
Stuttgart Opera.

A native of Metz, France, he graduated with highest honors from the Conservatoire de Metz,
where he studied with Hubert Prati, a direct heir to the school of Marcel Mule. He later pursued
advanced studies in Paris with Daniel Deffayet. In 1993, he co-founded the saxophone quartet
Sax4, which established itself as one of the leading ensembles in France with five critically
acclaimed recordings.

Alongside his classical career, Jean Kiffer maintains an active presence in the jazz world,
performing with ensembles such as Afrodisax, the GSO Jazz Orchestra, the Masterpiece Big
Band, and TSF. A dedicated pedagogue, he teaches in the Metz region. He is the father of three
children: Chloé, Ambre, and Martin.

Biographie en Francgais

Salué pour son parcours a la croisée des mondes classique et jazz, le saxophoniste frangais
Jean Kiffer s'impose comme I'un des musiciens les plus polyvalents de sa génération. Issu d'un



pays qui a joué un rdle déterminant dans l'intégration du saxophone a la tradition musicale
classique, il contribue pleinement au rayonnement de cet instrument.

En tant qu'interpréte classique, Jean Kiffer a collaboré avec des figures majeures telles que
Dmitri Kitajenko, Luciano Berio, Reinhold Friedrich, Katia et Marielle Labéque et Fazil Say. Il
s'est produit avec des ensembles de premier plan comme I'Orchestre de la Radio de Francfort,
les orchestres symphoniques de Sarrebruck, Kaiserslautern, Metz et Nancy ainsi qu'a I'Opéra
de Stuttgart.

Natif de Metz, il est dipléomé du Conservatoire de Metz avec les plus hautes distinctions (classe
de Hubert Prati, héritier de Marcel Mule) avant de se perfectionner a Paris auprés de Daniel
Deffayet. En 1993, il fonde le quatuor de saxophones Sax4, reconnu pour sa finesse et ses cing
enregistrements salués par la critique.

Parallelement, Jean Kiffer méne une carriére active dans le jazz (Afrodisax, GSO Jazz
Orchestra, Masterpiece Big Band). Pédagogue engagé, il enseigne dans la région messine. Il
est le pére de trois enfants : Chloé, Ambre et Martin.
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